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How hard 
can it be?



  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Choropleth map example (unemployment density, 2009) distributed
with the D3.js JavaScript library:  http://mbostock.github.com/d3/ex/choropleth.html
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In a given model,

the thing that changes 
(with acknowledged time-bound attributes)

is a thing that doesn't change 
(an asserted continuity of identity)

until we ask if that kind of thing, too, 
has a history



  

Some things that can change over time:

Counties
County names
County shapes
States, colonies, territories
Governmental status
Legislative acts
Judicial decisions
Corroborating evidence
Line segments
Natural features
Identifiers (FIPS codes)
Precision of measurement
Map projections
Reference base maps
Errors
Disputes
Misunderstandings
Population characteristics



  



  

A few U.S. Census categories over time:

1830 1850 1870 1890
free white

white white white
free colored

black black black
slave

mulatto mulatto mulatto
quadroon
octoroon

Indian Indian
Chinese Chinese

Japanese



  

“A census both creates the 
image and provides the mirror 
of that image for a nation’s self-
reflection.”

Jennifer L. Hochschild and Brenna M. Powell
“Racial Reorganization and the United States Census, 1850-1930: Mulattoes, 
Half-Breeds, Mixed Parentage, Hindoos, and the Mexican Race”
Spring 2008
Studies in American Political Development
22(1):59-96.

http://scholar.harvard.edu/jlhochschild/publications#node-3465


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26

